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TAGS: PN, CS, HO 

SUB J : PRESS TREATMENT - ALLEGED PLOT AGAINST TORRIJOS 
REF: STATE 1 17323 

1. PANAMANIAN PRESS AND TV COVERAGE OF ALLEGED PLOT BY STANDARD 
FRUIT TO ASSASSINATE TORRIJOS AND TOPPLE COSTA RICAN 

AND HONDURAN GOVERNMENTS HAS CONSISTED PRINCIPALLY OF ACAN/EFE 
WIRE SERVICE REPORTS FROM COSTA RICA AND REPRINTS OF 
ARTICLES ARREARING IN COSTA RICAN AND HONDURAN PRESS. WHILE 
PRESS JUNE 5 REPORTED TORRIJOS HAD CONFIRMED EXISTENCE OF 
ASSASSINATION PLOT, STORIES WERE VAGUE AND CONFUSING CONCERNING 
WHEN PLOT HAD OCCURRED. COVERAGE HAS VARIED WITH GOP-CONTROLLED 
PAPERS INITIALLY GIVING PLOT LESS PROMINENT COVERAGE THAN 
INDEPENDENT LA ESTRELLA DN STAR & HERALD. 

2. AMBASSADOR PERE'S RETURN TO PANAMA JUNE 5 WAS GIVEN PROMINENT 
COVERAGE IN GOP-CONTROLLED PRESS WHICH PUBLISHED PICTURE OF PERE 
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CONCERNING ALLEGED PLOT. ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS. PERE BROUGHT 
EVIDENCE AND "ELEMENTS OF PROOF” TO SUPPORT CHARGES. NO DETAILS 
BEYOND THOSE REPORTED FROM COSTA RICA HAVE EMERGED. 

3. FROM OUR CONVERSATIONS WITH PANAMANIAN OFFICIALS IT IS 
EVIDENT THAT VERY RESTRICTED CIRCLE OF OFFICIALS ARE AWARE OF 
DETAILS. WE HAVE ENCOUNTERED PRIVATE SKEPTICISM CONCERNING 
ALLEGATION BY SOME OFFICIALS WHILE OTHERS INSIST THAT THERE 
MUST BE BASIS TO STORY. 

JORDEN 
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